'IRAQ
Turkish garrisons being reduced by means of British arms and
funds, it was now British forces, isolated at Mosul, which were
being rendered ineffective by means of Turkish arms and by
forces stimulated by both Turkish and British funds.1
On May 30th, the British authorities at Mosul sent to Bagh-
dad a warning based on the information that an Arab Army
under Jamil Beg Midfai, styling himself 'Commander of the
Northern Iraq Army', had gathered at Tall Fajami on the
Khabur, with Mosul as its objective. The warning was dis-
regarded by the military authorities at Baghdad.2 Except for
reconnaissances by aeroplanes and armoured cars which failed
to locate the approaching Arabs, no other efforts to oppose
them were made by the Mosul military authorities until too
late.3 The only chance of checking the Arab forces lay in the
hope that the Gendarmes at Tall cAfar, considered as one of the
most promising companies, could interpose themselves between
the approaching army. Treachery had been at work, however.
During the night of June 3rd, Captain Stuart, Commander of
the Gendarmes, was murdered by Muhammad 'All Effendi, one
of the Gendarme officers. It was then too much to hope that the
men would rally to the support of the British. Early on the
morning of June 4th, tribesmen rode into the town, followed
by the Arab Army under Jamil Beg Midfai and by a
large force of the Jubur under Muslat, and of the Shammar
under cAjil, Bunaiyan and Hachim. The three British other
ranks, after defending themselves for several hours from the
roof of their billet, were killed by bombs. Two armoured cars
sent out from Mosul were ambushed, overturned and their
crews, numbering fourteen, were killed, A reconnoitring aero-
plane was shot down and narrowly avoided capture. In the
meantime, Captain Barlow, who had been out on reconnaissance
^ It seems certain that arms as well as funds came to the Sharifian officers at
Dair az-Zur from Turkish sources, and that the British subsidy to the Damascus
Government also kept them in funds. Review C. Admin., 1914-1920, pp. 138-9.
2 Wilson, op. cit., p. 273.
3 Admin. Report, Mosul, 1920, p, i.
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